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I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making new 

things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world. You're doing 

things you've never done before, and more importantly, you're doing something. Neil Gaiman 

 

Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday, January 8 BPT, 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Monday, January 8 Varsity Bowling vs. Irondequoit @ Terrace Garden Lanes, 3:45 p.m. 

Monday, January 8 Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Mynderse, 7:15 p.m., SHS 

Tuesday, January 9 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, January 9 Boys Varsity Swimming @ Gates-Chili, 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 9 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Tuesday, January 9 Varsity Wrestling vs. Fairport, 7:15 p.m., SHS 

Wednesday, January 10 Varsity Bowling vs. Arcadia @ Empire Lanes, 3:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 10 Varsity Wrestling @ Canandaigua, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 10 Boys Varsity Basketball @ Fairport, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 11 Boys Varsity Swimming vs. Victor, 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 11 Varsity Ice Hockey @ Notre Dame of Batavia, 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 12 Senior High Instrumental Festival 

Friday, January 12 Varsity Wrestling Tournament @ Lockport, 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 12 Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Irondequoit, 7:15 p.m., SHS 

Friday, January 12 Boys Varsity Basketball @ Irondequoit, 7:15 p.m. 

Saturday, January 13 Varsity Cheerleading Tournament @ Fairport, Time TBD 

Saturday, January 13 Varsity Wrestling Tournament @ Lockport, 9:00 a.m. 

Monday, January 15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, No School 

Monday, January 15 Varsity Bowling Tournament @ Gates Bowl, Time TBD 

Tuesday, January 16 Department Meetings, 2:25 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 16 Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Thomas @ Bill Gray’s Iceplex, 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 16 Girls Varsity Basketball @ Wilson Magnet, 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 16 Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Rush-Henrietta, 7:15 p.m., SHS 

Wednesday, January 17 Varsity Bowling vs. Thomas @ Dewey Garden Lanes, 3:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 17 Varsity Wrestling vs. Brighton, 7:00 p.m., SHS  

Thursday, January 18 Teacher Leader Meeting, 1:00 p.m., Conference Room 

Thursday, January 18 Boys Varsity Swimming @ Pittsford-Mendon, 4:30p.m. 

Friday, January 19 Girls Varsity Basketball/Varsity Cheerleading Tournament, 7:15 p.m., SHS 

Friday, January 19 Boys Varsity Basketball @ Schroeder, 7:15 p.m. 

Saturday, January 20 Varsity Cheerleading Tournament @ Victor, Time TBD 

Saturday, January 20 Varsity Wrestling @ Hilton, 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, January 20 Girls Varsity Basketball Tournament, Time TBD, SHS 

Saturday, January 20 Varsity Ice Hockey @ Canandaigua, 7:00 p.m. 
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Monday, January 22 HS Regents Exams, Attendance by Exam Only 

Monday, January 22 BPT (STA Only), 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Monday, January 22 Varsity Bowling vs. Churchville @ Terrace Gardens Lanes, 3:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 23 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, January 23 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Thursday, January 23 Varsity Bowling vs. Brockport @ Brockport Bowl, 3:45 p.m. 

Thursday, January 25 Boys Varsity Swimming @ Webster, 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 25 Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Brockport @ Bill Gray’s Iceplex 

Thursday, January 25 Varsity Wrestling @ Brockport, 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 26 Superintendent’s Conference Day, No School for 9-12 Students 

**For daily updates on athletic events (including modified and JV sports) please call the Ranger Sports Hot Line at 

349-5070. * 

 

Student Updates 

 

 Congratulations to senior Taylor DiPilato who was selected as our December Student of the Month for 

responsibility.  Thank you once again to the Spencerport Lion’s Club for their continued support of this 

recognition for our students! 

 

 
 

 On January 4, the Spencerport High School DECA chapter competed in the Monroe County DECA 

competition held at RIT.  Over 600 students from Monroe County competed and our students did an 

excellent job.  Please congratulate them on a job well done.  DECA is a business club that prepares emerging 

leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management. The Spencerport chapter of 

DECA is advised by Tom Kanaley and Melissa Garofalo, business teachers at Spencerport High School.  
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The following students won trophies in their events and therefore qualify to compete  at the New York State 

DECA Career Conference on March 7-9 in downtown Rochester: Elizabeth Ferrari- Personal Financial 

Literacy, Anthony Capuano-Personal Financial Literacy, Abby Spielman- Marketing Communications, 

Chris Ferrari-Sports and Entertainment Marketing, Zach Nau-Sports and Entertainment Marketing, 

Oriana Gelfuso-Job Interview, Gianna Gentile-Job Interview, Karina Myshinskiy-Job Interview, Sylvia 

Rooney-Public Speaking, Baren Ritzenthaler-Food Marketing, Frankie Melito-Food Marketing, Olivia 

Maloney-Principles of Hospitality, Hannah Bissonette-Principles of Hospitality, Nathaniel Dickerson-

Quick Serve Restaurant Management, Jacquelyn DiClemente-Quick Serve Restaurant Management, Julia 

Dubman-Human Resources Management 

 

 On Sunday, December 10, members of the Service Learning Internship Program volunteered to help Gary 

The Happy Pirate in the second annual Toy Giveaway for those in need. The event was held at the Blue 

Cross Arena at the War memorial, where the students set up Santa's Toy Shop and greeted the children as 

they arrived. The day was also filled with face painting, snow ball toss, arts and crafts, snacks and a visit 

from several holiday characters. The students also visited the Eternal Flame, the arena that was originally 

constructed in remembrance to those who served in our nation’s wars.  The students spent a long day, but in 

the words of Senior Grace Walsh, "It was great seeing the faces of the children who were excited". 
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 On Tuesday, December 12, students from the Service Learning Internship Program (S.L.I.P.) volunteered at 

St. Peter's Soup Kitchen in Rochester. The students spent the day decorating the dining area for the 

upcoming holiday season. When done, it was time to start preparing the lunch for the guests. The lunch was 

stir fry, garden salad, rice and desserts. When the dining hall opened, students served each guest and then 

cleaned the work station. Senior Daniella Leone said of the day "It was nice working together to help those 

who attended, and everyone was thankful to us.”  This year marks St. Peter's 35th year serving to the 

Rochester community. The SLIP program has been involved with St. Peter's for the past six years. 

 
 

 On Wednesday, December 13, members of Mr. Marra's Participation in Government class volunteered to 

help support Food-Link. It was a balmy Rochester day (20 degrees), but the students came prepared to work 

and help those in need.  Students were able to help distribute the donations to those in need on a very cold 

and blustery day.  The class agreed to come back and help again, but not till June  ! 
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 On Thursday, December 14, members of Spencerport High Schools CHOICE'S program and students in the 

Service Learning Internship Program attended the 9th annual Intergenerational holiday Ball. The ball was 

held at the Diplomat Party House on Lyell Ave. The goal of the ball is bring together Senior Citizens with 

High School students for a night of dinner, dancing and conversation. The students arrived early and served 

as hosts, helping the guests find their tables, and then they enjoyed some food and new found friendships. 

All of the participants enjoyed their conversation and learning about where each other come from. The 

students had a great time and showed their dance moves on the floor. County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo 

praised the students for their involvement and thanked them for continuing to be a part of this tradition 

 

 

 

 

Yearbook Pictures 

Adam Ashworth and Jody Wyant serve as the advisors for our yearbook.  They do an incredible job for us.  If you 

are an advisor for a club or extracurricular activity (or a special group such as found in music) I need to ask for your 

help.  Jennifer Placito sent out an email on December 20, 2017, that has dates for when your group can meet with 

Adam/yearbook staff to have your picture taken.  There will also be an option for you to take your own group photo 

and send it to Adam/yearbook staff.  If a club/group chooses not to take advantage of either option, you (advisor) 

will be required to sign off that you have decided to not have your club/group in the yearbook.  That sign-off sheet is 

with Adam in the library.  Any questions please see me.  Thanks.  

 

PBIS Events  

Below are the first date for our PBIS events this year: 

 

Event Date/Day Schedule 

Quarter 2 Award 

Assembly 

1/25 (D Day) Extended Advisement 

(end of the day) 
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 For this event we will be using our extended advisement schedule: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Block 

Period Time Period Time Period Time 

3a (lunch) 10:05-10:35 a.m. 3a (class) 10:05-10:40 a.m. 3a (class) 10:05 a.m.- 

3b (class) 10:40 a.m. -  3b (lunch) 10:45-11:15 a.m. 3b (class) 11:20 a.m. 

3c (class) 11:55 a.m. 3c (class) 11:20-11:55 a.m. 3c (lunch) 11:25-11:55 a.m. 

 

Change in school calendar (reminder) 

Please note that on our day rotation calendar and our official school calendar, we have listed Tuesday, January 23, 

2018, as the day our students will report to school for exams only (ELA regents).  This date has changed to Monday, 

January 22, 2018.  The state was late in releasing the date for the ELA exam so we had assumed it would remain on 

the Tuesday of that week.  We assumed wrong.  So….Monday, January 22, 2018, will be attendance by exam only 

(ELA); and Tuesday, January 23, 2018, will be a regular school day.  Friday, January 26, 2018, remains a 

Superintendent’s Day for the high school.   

 

Upcoming Faculty Meetings/PD days 

1/9: Digital conversion training.  We will follow the same format as on 11/14 with teachers able to select which 

ISTE standard breakout session they would like to attend. These sessions will once again be facilitated by our 

wonderful digital conversion team members. 

 

1/22: This day is attendance by exam only for students as students will be taking the ELA Common CORE exam.  

For teachers not involved in giving this exam, we will once again provide time in the morning for ISTE breakout 

sessions.  The afternoon will be planned by each individual department (so that important department work can be 

completed).  

 

1/26: This is a Superintendent’s Conference Day for the high school.  Our ELA teachers will be grading the 

Common CORE exam on this day, but everyone else will be focused on professional development.  We will follow a 

similar format as on 1/22 with the faculty focused on the same topic in the morning (our grading philosophy 

discussion and some health and wellness activities) and the afternoon planned by departments.   

 

Academic Workshop Update 

The new model for our Academic Workshop is up and running.  Sessions run every week from 2:50-3:50 Monday-

Thursday with the exception of any early release days that are scheduled.  Academic Workshop is held in Room 

225.  

  

All information pertaining to Academic Workshop is located in the Faculty Schoology Page in the Green Folder 

labeled "Academic Workshop".   In this folder, you can access the processes and procedures of Academic Workshop, 

Period Time Length 

1 7:25 a.m. – 8:40 a.m. 75 minutes 

2 8:45 a.m. –10:00 a.m. 75 minutes 

3 and Lunch 10:05 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 110 minutes 

4 12:00 a.m.–1:15 p.m. 75 minutes 

Advisement (PBIS Assembly) 1:20 p.m. – 2:05 p.m. 50 minutes 
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as well as the form teachers will need to complete to sign a student up for a session.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Jen Placito. 

 

Driver’s Education 

Christina Bowerman asked me to share that the district will be looking for a new Driver’s Education teacher in the 

spring.  There are three sessions that run throughout the calendar year.  The starting rate is $35 an hour.  If you have 

any interest in this opportunity, please contact Christina Bowerman (ext. 5681) and she can discuss the details with 

you concerning certification, hours of the program, etc.   

 

Mid-term exams 

If you are administering a Mid Term Exam or Final Exam for the end of 1st Semester, please read:  

In order to assure that all students with test accommodations are serviced, please e-mail Jen Placito 

by Friday, January 12, with the following information:  

 

1. Course  

2. Students who will be attending the Testing Center  

3. Date of the Exam  

4. Block & Letter Day  

 

Please provide the information listed for EACH class.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jen Placito.  

 

Principal’s Message 

I hope each of you has had a great start to the New Year.  It was great to see all of our students and staff returning to 

school last Tuesday invigorated and ready to start 2018! 

 

Just a few reminders for staff: 

1) I am requesting everyone’s assistance in not allowing students to leave classes early (the last few 

minutes of the block) especially at the end of the day.  I have noticed as I have been in the hallways 

more and more students leaving classrooms that last few minutes (presumably with teacher permission) 

and waiting in the hallways for the bell.  This raises a number of supervision issues, and again I 

appreciate everyone’s assistance in making sure students are engaged and learning until the end of each 

class.   

2) During Advisement, please make sure students have pre-signed passes to see another teacher(s) before 

you allow them to leave your classroom.   

 

As I have been completing observations for both the Math and Social Studies departments (and untenured teachers), 

I have been very excited to observe all of the great work that is taking place with digital conversion.  Teachers have 

been creating lessons that use the new learning possibilities afforded by instructional technology to enhance student 

learning (and to provide students learning opportunities that would not be possible without technology).  This 

innovation on the part of teachers and students alike is very powerful to witness.  I have also been very impressed by 

the use of Schoology by the teachers I have observed.  In every class I have observed, I have seen teachers using 

Schoology as an everyday tool to support student learning and to help organize their courses.  While it is not the 

expectation this year that all teachers use Schoology,  next year it will be, so please make sure to take advantage of 

the PD that is available at the district level and the wonderful internal resources we have available in terms of Rich 

Colosi and Nancy Mancuso who would be more than happy to provide assistance.  As we get closer to our “one to 
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one” roll out for next year, more information will be provided on the plan we have for distributing laptops and for 

providing technological support to students and teachers.  We are working closely with Cory Allen and District 

Office, and we will be getting feedback from Teacher Leaders and students on the best way to proceed.  As I have 

said before, I believe we will be in a solid position to have a very smooth transition to “one to one” that is not only 

well planned and organized but that changes in a very positive and significant manner the way our students learn and 

the way that we teach.  Again, this great work has already started and I see it on a daily basis in the classrooms I visit 

.      

 

I hope that each of you has a great rest of the week.  As always, please feel free to see me with any questions, 

concerns or comments.  All the best!  Sean 

 

 

 


